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South Norfolk Council 
Elite Athlete Fitness Support Scheme

Criteria and Guidance

​​​​​​​​​​​​

About the Award

The Elite Athlete Fitness Support Scheme supports young people in South Norfolk who can demonstrate that they excel in a chosen sporting discipline. The scheme aims to support those currently competing at national and international level by providing a 12-month complementary gym membership for use at Diss Swim and Fitness Centre, Wymondham Leisure Centre or Long Stratton Leisure Centre. 

Awards are discretionary and a maximum of 20 awards will be made per year.
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Who can apply?

The South Norfolk Elite Athlete Fitness Support Scheme is open to South Norfolk residents aged between 14 and 25 that are competing in their chosen sport at national or international level i.e. they are representing any of the home nations or Great Britain against competitors from different countries.

The scheme is only open to individuals. Applicants are expected to be able to provide evidence of their commitment to their discipline and demonstrate how a grant will enable them to increase their achievement and improve their chances of success. Applicants must be competing in one of the sports supported by Sport England though their National Governing Body funding. 
Applications must be supported by a referee who is able to provide endorsement based on direct experience of you and your activity, which may include:

· A qualified Coach

· Teacher

· National Governing Body

· Club or association

What can the scheme support?

The aim of the scheme is to give talented, committed individuals support to achieve more in their chosen sport and improve their chance of further success on the international stage. It allows recipients of support unlimited access to the fitness facilities at Diss, Wymondham and Long Stratton for a period of 12 months, with the aim of enhancing the training that individuals undertake. 
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Exclusions

· Applications from persons who do not have British citizenship will not be considered. 

Making an application

Applications will be considered on a rolling basis until all funds are allocated.  

All applicants are asked to make their submissions by email, to help us efficiently circulate applications to panel members across South Norfolk. If you experience difficulty with this, please contact the Grants Team for advice on 01603 623958. To ensure that all applications are treated equally and fairly we ask that you do not exceed the word limit for sections of the form and do no send in more supporting evidence than is requested. Any information submitted extra to what is requested may be disregarded. 

A specialist panel with professional expertise in a range of sporting disciplines will assess applications. 

If a panel member has provided a reference for an applicant, they will be asked to declare an interest and remove themselves from the consideration of that candidate. 

Lobbying of panel members, and other persons involved with delivering the fund, will result in disqualification. Lobbying can include persistent letters, phone calls or other communication promoting a candidate, either by the applicant themselves, a member of the family or other third party. 

It is expected that decisions will be made within 4 weeks of submission. 

If your application is successful you will receive a letter providing the details of your grant offer. If your application is not successful you will be notified by letter of the reasons for the decision. 

Please note that the decisions made by the Panel are final. It is expected that interest in the scheme will be very high and we cannot guarantee that all applications that meet the criteria will be successful.

Conditions of grant aid

Full terms and conditions of support will be supplied to successful applicants. 

All recipients of support from the South Norfolk Elite Athlete Fitness Support Scheme will be expected to acknowledge support as appropriate, including mentioning the grant in any press coverage that is subsequently gained. 

Successful applicants may also be required to participate in any events and publicity for South Norfolk Council for the following year. The aim of this is to increase participation in sport by using the award winners as role models for aspiring athletes.

All recipients of support will be required to comply with monitoring requirements at the mid-term point and at the end of the supported year. Evidence of achievement and press coverage should be retained to present as part of the end of year report.  
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