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Dragon’s Den 2011 news
Nelson’s Journey (working directly with bereaved children and their families)

“Since the Dragon's Den event our Child Bereavement Services Manager has dealt with 40 referrals.  These children will have received a combination of services, (an assessment of their bereavement needs, 1:1 sessions; attendance at a therapeutic residential weekend) and support for their parent/carer.  
These referrals included 5 children bereaved through a road traffic collision and 6 through suicide.  These children often need more in-depth support, due to the suddenness and the ongoing investigations following the death.  Supporting children bereaved through suicide can bring up a number of complicated emotional issues which can take some time to work through.

The money raised through the event has helped to support these children through this difficult time in their lives.”                                        
Debbie Winteringham, Acting CEO  
Norfolk Millennium Trust for Carers (providing financial and practical support to carers of the elderly, infirm, sick and disabled)

“Your generosity has enabled us to purchase washing machines and other domestic appliances for unpaid carers in Norfolk. The demand for our help is ever increasing because of the rising numbers of both young and elderly carers in Norfolk. Naturally we receive feedback from carers who accept grants from us – touching expressions of gratitude, which we find most humbling.

Thank you again for what will be an increasing benefit to our lives. It really is very moving when people are so kind and life has been so hard for so long.

I hope you will agree that this says it all.”
Paddy Seligman, Chairman

I hope you will agree that this says it all.

Paddy Seligman Chairman
The Garage Trust (enabling young disadvantaged people to take part in creative activities and gain nationally recognised qualifications)

“The funds have enabled us to set up ‘Big Break’, a bursary scheme for young people in challenging circumstances to access a full year of creative activities. So far, we have awarded 26 places to young people aged 8-19 years and fully expect the remaining 24 places to be allocated in January. 
The referrals made have enabled us to support vulnerable young people living in sheltered housing, living in corporate care, living in low income and single parent families, those with volatile or chaotic home lives, young people at risk of offending, those disengaging from school, young carers and young people who have demonstrated talent and potential but lack the financial means to pursue their interest. 

We have had parents welling up and crying in the foyer as they are so overwhelmed by the fact that we have taken the time to get to know their child and want to invest in them, I guess it is something they are not used to hearing!”
Darren Grice, Executive Director

Kings Centre Community Initiative (setting up a Community Centre in Mile Cross)

“We are still in the process of spending the money as there has been a delay on the building lease where we will be based in Mile Cross – which is pretty much sorted now. We have bought the PC’s, software and are in the process of building the work desks to help provide residents of Mile Cross with more internet access, help in writing CV’s and other courses we intend to run which are computer based. 
 This should all be up and running in early January when we will be running a number of other activities/events and courses alongside the internet café to help benefit the lives of those in the Mile Cross area.”
Toby Skipper, Church Leader
Community Sports Foundation- CSF (Downs Syndrome Football Team)

“The money received from the first Dragons Den in Norfolk has really made a significant impact on the Down’s Syndrome squad at the CSF. With the money, we have been able to continue the football provision for over 20 children and adults with Down’s syndrome on a Saturday morning at City College, Norwich. Their confidence and communication skills have increased and many parents have expressed how much fitter their children have become. On Saturday 10th December 2011 the CSF Canaries will compete in their first ever fixture against Ipswich Town followed by a tour of Portman Road, however this would not have happened if we did not have the money raised by Dragons Den. CSF are proud to say that with the support of our very own Sporting Light Appeal, we will be able to continue this provision with the money that is being generated through a variety of fund-raising activities.” 

Jackie Thornton, Funding Manager 
