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Summary of Need in Norfolk
Norfolk Population: 850,800 
Introduction

Norfolk has a growing and ageing population where 50% of people live in rural areas. The Anglian region accounts for 58% of the most productive agricultural land in England and Wales. Norfolk is seen as the most deprived county in the region, with almost 44,000 residents living in areas that are among the most deprived in the country. As the number of grants awarded grows, so does the need. 
Throughout this summary you can see where some of the funds we hold already aim to address these specific points of need. In addition to these we manage several other funds which help to support need in many of these areas.  Information on all our funds can be found on our website www.norfolkfoundation.com. You can see the distribution of our grants across various areas of need in our annual review. 
There is a very positive advantage for Norfolk arising from the age profile of its residents. There is a large potential volunteer force of retired people who can be harnessed to help tackle some of the needs identified in this report.  Voluntary Norfolk identified 3,250 registered 3rd sector organisations in Norfolk of which the majority are registered charities. These organisations rely upon a total of 91,470 volunteers that contribute a total of 465,800 hours per month. This equates to more than 5.5 million hours a year and £28 million pounds worth of free labour.
Most of the projects supported through Norfolk Community Foundation are small scale, local schemes run by volunteers. It is these emerging organisations that we need to help to grow to meet future need. For these grassroots organisations even a small grant can make a large difference to their effectiveness and their ability to meet the changing needs within their communities. 
All the statistics given below refer to the Norfolk population unless stated otherwise.
1. Population

· Norfolk has the highest percentage of people over 65 years of age in the East of England

· The number of people over 85 years of age is likely to increase by 87% over the next 20 years

· Levels of teenage pregnancy in Norfolk are increasing
· Norfolk County Council’s ‘Old People’s Strategy’ has identified significant numbers of the population who have issues of low income, severe or profound deafness, visual impairment or suffer from dementia 
· 4% of Norfolk’s population are in black and minority ethnic groups and this figure is expected to grow. Ethnicity can compound isolation and deprivation.
· Despite this seemingly low percentage, there are more than 80 different languages spoken in Norfolk

· Norfolk’s most deprived areas are found mainly in Great Yarmouth, King’s Lynn and West Norfolk and Norwich

· At the time of the 2001 Census, just over 30,000 people from non-white British groups were living in Norfolk making the region less ethnically diverse in comparison

· As identified by the Norfolk and Norfolk Racial Equality Council, the “White Other” group is the fastest growing and equates to over 2% of the county’s population

· The Portuguese population is roughly estimated to total around 25,000 across the county

· In July 2004, 395 caravans were counted to be located in Norfolk – 166 were unauthorised/roadside and 229 were in authorised sites, both private and council provided. 

Charities, community and voluntary groups can apply for funding from our Cedar Trust Community Fund – a fund that helps assist those working on projects that benefit both old and young alike, as well as those that tackle rural isolation. 
2. Learning

· Basic reading, writing and numeric skills in Norfolk are below both the regional and UK averages

· 12.7% of the working population in Norfolk have no formal qualifications and 58% of all adults with no qualifications live in rural areas (110,000 people)
· Provision of nurseries, primary and secondary schools, and sixth forms are below average so access to education is limited in certain areas
· Despite an increase in the number of young people attending and participating in higher education courses over the past year, a low level of those achieving a higher level qualification remains 

· In 2009 the LSC (Learning and Skills Council) cut projects in Norfolk that aimed to improved the quality of higher education provision

· Percentage of population aged 19-64 (males) and 19-59 (females) with level 2 qualifications or higher 65.1%

· In settlements with a population of less than 1,500 people, more than 18% of all pupils have Special Educational Needs (over 5,000 children)
· 2,600 people have learning difficulties in Norfolk. At a cost of approximately £7.5 million extra a year, this is the biggest financial pressure facing the county

The Targetfollow Fund provides grants to charitable organisations that work to improve the provision of education as well as those with specific emphasis on the arts, building conservation and mental health.
The following chart shows the destination of young people once they have finished high school as result of research carried out by Connexions, an advice service for 13-19 year olds in the UK. The majority of students enter full-time further education (80.06%) whereas the minority (3.78%) enrol in non-employed training. 
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Figure 1
3. Housing

· Homelessness is the most extreme form of housing need affecting families, single people and childless couples. It impacts on health, educational achievement and employment opportunities. Shelter has analysed rough sleeper figures as follows: 1 in 10 sleeping rough are women. 1 in 6 are under 25. 1 in 14 are over 60

· There are not enough new or affordable homes to meet the demand in Norfolk despite 1000 new homes being built every year
· 600 people are provided shelter a year due to homelessness

· 12,000 homes are empty and unused, 5000 of which have not been lived in for some time. Around 500 of these are in public ownership 

· An estimated 78,800 new homes will be needed in the county by 2021. 35% of these will need to be at an affordable price that local people will be able to buy or rent

· Around 30,000 people are on district council waiting lists while just 4,800 homes become available for re-letting each year. Many of these people will remain on housing lists for several years before they get the chance of a home
· In 2009 the average house price in Norfolk was £145,300

· 8.02% of households are on the waiting list for new homes
· 1.54% per 1000 of the Norfolk population are homeless and in priority need of housing 
· Many houses are poorly insulated, without central heating therefore expensive to heat. This exacerbates health problems among the elderly. Throughout Norfolk over 24,000 households lack central heating, 59% of these are located in rural areas
· Those living in pensioner households equate to nearly a third of all people in settlements of a population between 1,500 and 20,000 people

The Victory Housing Trust Community Fund is in place to assist those with aims to tackle disadvantages within housing, develop sustainable and supportive communities, to improve the environment for tenants, and more. 
4. Health
· There is a lengthy waiting period for those who need aids and adaptation to their homes while an arrangement is made for an occupational therapist to visit the home and assess the situation. There isn’t enough money available to meet people’s needs even when identified
· 81,000 people of all ages are carers in Norfolk

· In some areas of Norfolk there is a distinct lack of access to mental health services for those who need them. Access has been found to been provided based on historical not predicted records of need
· There has been a rise in the number of general admittances to the emergency wards in hospitals throughout Norfolk
· Along with teen pregnancies, obesity and alcohol abuse has increased. The numbers of people ending up in hospital due to alcohol abuse in Great Yarmouth and Norwich are high; among the worst in the East of England
· Smoking causes 2000 deaths a year. 25% of Norfolk people continue to smoke. This rises to around 50% in the most deprived wards such as parts of Great Yarmouth and Norwich

· In February 2009, 6.57% of the working age population in Norfolk claimed incapacity benefits and in May 2009 a recorded number of 39,405 people claimed the Disability Living Allowance
· 1.15% of the Norfolk population made claims for carer allowances and 0.94% claimed for disability allowances
· The mental health summary carried out by ERPHO1 shows that Norfolk’s only group of mental health sufferers that is significantly higher than the average for England are those with dementia 

· 46 adults out of every 1000 need some kind of help in day to day living

· There are at least 8,200 adult problematic drug users in Norfolk and also a significant number of under 18’s in treatment for use of cannabis, heroin and alcohol

· As many as 13,000 children in Norfolk live in households with at least one dependent drinker

Mental health projects and organisations can apply for a grant from The Goldsmith’s Fund – a fund that specifically looks to support the start-up of new mental health initiatives and encouraging collaborations between mental health organisations and others.
1Eastern Region Public Health Observatory 

4. Health (continued)
The graph below shows how the percentage of claims made for incapacity, carer and disabled benefits for Norfolk compares to those of the East of England and the UK.

[image: image2.emf]Benefit claims

0

1

2

3

4

5

6

7

Norfolk East of England UK

Location

Percentage

Incapacity benefits

claimants

Carer claimants

Disabled claimants


Figure 2
5. Economy

· People claiming out of work benefits is increasing and is higher than average

· 1 in 10 households in Norfolk have an annual income of less than £10,000

· In July 2009 3.6% of the working age were registered unemployed. This rose to 5.5% in Great Yarmouth and 4.8% in Norwich

· Norfolk had 18,400 Job Seekers Allowance claimants in December 2009, which equates to 3.7% of the working age population

· Around 48,000 people of working age in Norfolk are self employed

· As the economy entered recession in 2008, there were 323,000 jobs in Norfolk

· In 2009 median gross weekly wages for full-time employed residents were £446, below the East of England (£509) and UK (£489) averages whereas the median gross weekly wages for full-time workers were £445, £479 for the East of England and £489 for the UK. Wages in Norfolk still remain below average
· Norfolk has a working age employment rate of 76.7% which is higher than the UK average of 73.2% and lower than that of the East of England at 77%

· Land use is dominated by agriculture but employment in this sector is declining and rural areas have had to diversify in order to become sustainable – the manufacturing sector in Breckland is the highest in the region where Thetford equates to over twice the regional average (22.3%)
· Norfolk has a high proportion of part-time jobs, with an average of 36.8% of jobs being part-time compared with a regional figure of 32.8% and national figure of 31%

· Between 2008 and 2009, on average, there were 423,900 people economically active in Norfolk, which is below the regional average
· During the recession over half the job redundancies reported to the Job Centre were made in Norwich (3,385) with a total of 6,347 being reported overall
Projects and organisations battling the failing economy may be eligible for a grant from the May Gurney Fund, launched in 2009. One set of community based charities and organisations the fund is aimed at includes those that help young people and the long-term unemployed get into work.
6. Environment

· In 2003 there were 289 conservation areas located in Norfolk – 19 were in market towns, 8 in major towns and 17 in the city of Norwich
· 9.8% of Norfolk is woodland, the largest area of which can be found around Thetford. Our woodland is at risk from poor management and the decline of a traditional market for woodland products

· Out of all the schools in Norfolk, there are 249 schools that are registered with Eco-Schools – an organisation that helps schools become more friendly to the environment by guiding them through reducing energy and water wastage, recycling waste, improving the biodiversity of their grounds and more. Registered schools are awarded Bronze and Silver awards and eventually the prestigious Green Flag after an assessment from Keep Britain Tidy. Of these 249 schools, 160 have awarded the Bronze and 83 have the Silver award

· As sea levels rise, the current defences require a higher level of maintenance than previously needed. Ineffective defences may put coastline at risk
· Climate change can be used to our advantage as the fiercer winds and hotter summers provide us with energy than can be harnessed
· Plans for an Eco-Town to be built at Rackheath have been given approval – such developments will set the standards for future designs

The Sheringham Shoal Community Fund provided by Scira Offshore Energy Ltd enables organisations and projects that aim to improve the environment and sustainability of an area to apply for grants to help them with that work. It is our first fund in 2010 with specific aims to improve the environment. 
7. Crime, Safety and Rural Isolation
· 50% of the population live in rural areas where they rely on cars as public transport is poor – over 9,200 in the smallest settlements do not own a car or a van. In 2002-3, it was discovered that rural settlements with a population of less than 3,000 people spend just over £70 on transport a week whereas those living in urban areas spend £45.50. This may be caused by the fact that those in rural areas travel up to twice as much as those in urban areas a year. A lack of transport can not only contribute to social exclusion but can cause it – the Norfolk Local Area Agreement sets out to “reduce social exclusion in rural areas through improved accessibility to services”
· 80% of deaths and serious injuries occur on rural roads
· Fear of crime is high despite low level of actual crime of which anti-social behaviour is the most feared among people of all ages
· Re-offending by young people is slightly above the nation average

· Numbers of young offenders in employment, education or training has increased but remains below average

· The perception of the effectiveness of the police force is lower among those in minority groups

· 37% of people live in communities of fewer than 2,500 people, where access to services, jobs and education can be difficult

· Norfolk’s economic rural strategy states that because of the factors of distance and accessibility to services (40% of parishes have no post office/shop/low school rolls and this figure is rising) there are significant areas of deprivation in rural areas of the county. Outside of the market towns the sustainability of communities depends on having hubs of activity such as village halls or schools. When these are closed “a circle of decline takes place which drains the economy of these areas as out migration takes place”

· The same report predicts a decline in farm incomes associated with a decline in employment which is traditionally low paid work. Remoteness affects the ability to find alternative employment and income. An increasing gap is developing between the affluent retirees, second home owners and the less well off in rural areas

· There are over 42,000 people claiming pension credits in Norfolk – 58% of these are located outside the largest settlements in rural areas

· 46% of all lone parents in Norfolk live in rural areas

· As identified previously, there are significant levels of old people living in low income households – the majority of these are located in rural areas. Such areas with notably highest proportions are Martham, Swaffham and Hemsby

· 58% of all Norfolk’s pension claimants are located in rural areas

· In comparison to those in urban areas, people living in rural areas generally have better health, a longer life expectancy, and higher satisfaction with the provision of health services. However, it has been identified by the British Medical Association that mental and chronic health cases were more prevalent in rural and isolated areas where farming communities often had more levels of anxiety, depression and suicide (rural male suicides equate to twice as many as those in urban areas)

· 50% of all children with Special Educational Needs live outside urban areas where access to special services is not always provided or access is limited

The Borough Council of King’s Lynn and West Norfolk Financial Assistance Scheme has a wide range of objectives including  supporting projects which generate community activity in rural areas where access to public transport is limited, and encouraging better use of community buildings and outdoor spaces in rural areas.  
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erpho - Mental health profile- Norfolk PCT


Insight East - Economic Profile: Norfolk, March 2010


Norfolk Insight (Data for Figures 1 and 2)
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Useful Links


� HYPERLINK "http://www.connexions.co.uk" ��www.connexions.co.uk� 


� HYPERLINK "http://www.direct.gov.uk/oneplace" ��www.direct.gov.uk/oneplace�


� HYPERLINK "http://www.eco-schools.org.uk" ��www.eco-schools.org.uk�


� HYPERLINK "http://www.erpho.org.uk" ��www.erpho.org.uk�


� HYPERLINK "http://www.insighteast.org.uk" ��www.insighteast.org.uk� 


� HYPERLINK "http://www.norfolkdata.net" ��www.norfolkdata.net�


� HYPERLINK "http://www.voluntarynorfolk.org.uk" ��www.voluntarynorfolk.org.uk� 


� HYPERLINK "http://www.osci.co.uk" ��www.osci.co.uk�


� HYPERLINK "http://www.norfolkrcc.co.uk" ��www.norfolkrcc.co.uk� 
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