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Rising Stars - Criteria and guidance
Norfolk Sports and Cultural Foundation

About the award

The Rising Stars scheme supports young people aged 14-25 in Norfolk who can demonstrate that they excel in a sporting or cultural discipline.  Funding available through this scheme aims to provide substantial, long term support to enable recipients to develop their talents and fulfil their potential.  

Awards are discretionary, and are available up to maximum of £5,000 per person per year up to a maximum of 2 years.  Decisions will be made on an individual basis.  

Funds can be used to support a wide range of activities including:

· Training and professional development fees

· Equipment and materials costs

· Costs linked to gaining specialist qualifications and accreditation

· Competition or performance fees

· Travel and subsistence linked to the specialist activity

· Physiotherapy / sports related medical treatment

Costs must be shown to significantly help the nominees’ development in their chosen sporting or cultural activity. 

The fund is only open to individuals.  All applicants must be resident in Norfolk and hold British Citizenship.  Students should be able to provide a home address in Norfolk.

Nominees must be aged 14 at the deadline date.  

Awards are not means tested.  
Decisions are based on the information provided on the nomination form, and no other correspondence will be entered into.  
Please note: Grants cannot be awarded to applicants already in receipt of funding from the Norfolk Sports and Cultural Foundation’s ‘Make It Happen’ programme.  Applicants are advised not to submit applications to both schemes in the same financial year as this may result in disqualification. Please read the guidance for both schemes carefully before making an application.  
Exclusions

· Grants cannot be awarded from the Make It Happen and Rising Stars funds in the same financial year.
· Children or young people who are already participating in their chosen activity at professional level are not eligible for nomination.  

· Grants cannot be used to pay for course fees, for example school, FE or HE courses or courses at dance/ drama school.   

· Nominees in full or part time education can only receive funding to support extra-curricular activities.    

· Nominees in full or part time employment can only receive funding to support activities taking place outside of their employment.  

· Funds cannot be provided for activities or events that have already happened.

· Nominations for persons who do not have British Citizenship will not be considered.
Who can make a nomination
Nominations are only accepted from persons who can provide detailed and first hand expert information about nominees’ achievements to date, and potential to go on to achieve in the future.  For example:

· Coach

· Teacher or course leader

· National Governing Body

· Club or association

· Arts Award supervisor

· Mentor

Nominations will not be accepted from parents or friends. 

Nominators will need to demonstrate that the child or young person they are nominating is currently performing at a high level and achieving excellence in their chosen field.  They will also need to demonstrate that they are pursuing, or aiming to pursue, their chosen activity in the long term and at professional level.

In addition to the statement required on the nomination form, nominators may also be contacted to provide further information and specific details about the nominee and their activity.

How to nominate

The nomination form requires input from both the nominator, and the person being nominated.  
All applications, and supporting information, are expected to be submitted by email.  This is to help us to circulate a large number of nominations to panel members across the county as efficiently as possible.  To ensure that all nominations are treated equally and fairly, we ask that you do not exceed the word limit for sections of the form, and do not send in more supporting information than is requested.  Any information submitted extra to what is requested may be disregarded.  If you have difficulties making your submission electronically, please contact the Grants Team on 01603 623958 for advice, but please note that exceptions can only be made in special circumstances.  

Nomination forms must provide details of all known costs that the award will contribute to, and consider that proof of expenditure will be required from successful nominees.  

Nominations can be accompanied by relevant supporting material, which is detailed on the checklist.  Please tick and attach the documents you wish to send along with your form.  
Nomination forms will only be accepted with the permission of the nominee.  If the nominee is under 18 a parent or guardian must provide this permission and signature on their behalf.  

Nomination forms must be received by 30 July.  Forms received after this date will not be considered.  

Lobbying of panel members, and other persons involved with delivering the fund, will result in disqualification.  Lobbying can include persistent letters, phone calls or other communication promoting a candidate, either by the applicant themselves, a member of their family or other third party.  
Assessment and notification
Nominations will be reviewed by a panel of sporting and cultural professionals, providing expert assessment.  Applications will be assessed against the following criteria:

Sport

Your national ranking

Ranking of your sport (based on national funding and competitiveness to succeed) 

Olympic/ Paralympic potential
Culture

Excellence and quality of work

Long-term benefit to the individual

Achievements to date

Drive and ambition

Originality

A list of the panel members is published on the website.  Additional panel members may be co-opted after the deadline date if expertise in a particular discipline is required to properly assess a nomination.  

If a panel member has made a nomination, they will be asked to declare an interest and remove themselves from the consideration of that candidate. 

The person making the nomination, and the nominee, may be contacted by the panel if any further information is required. 

Successful nominees will then receive an offer from the Foundation in writing.  Offers are made on an individual basis, and offer letters will outline the terms under which an offer is made, for example the value and duration of support, and the way in which funds will be paid.  

It is expected that all successful nominees will be notified within 8 weeks of the deadline date.  

Please note: interest in this scheme is expected to be very high, and we cannot guarantee that all nominations that meet the criteria will be successful.  

Decisions made by the panel are final.

Terms and conditions

Full terms and conditions of grant awards will be supplied to successful nominees when a grant is offered.
All recipients of funding from the Norfolk Sports and Cultural Foundation will be expected to acknowledge support as appropriate, including use of the ‘Norfolk Celebrating Talent’ logo.  The logo and guidelines for its use will be supplied to successful candidates.

Successful candidates may also be required to participate in any publicity arising from the Foundation and the wider Norfolk Celebrating Talent programme.

Awardees will be required to comply with monitoring requirements at the mid term point and at the end of the funded year.  Evidence of achievement and press coverage should be retained to present as part of the end of year report, and evidence of expenditure relevant to your grant (receipts, invoices) will also be required.  

Any continuance of funding will be dependent on the satisfactory completion of monitoring requirements.  

Further information:

Please refer to the Frequently Asked Questions pages in your pack for further guidance. 

If you would like more information or an informal discussion before making a nomination, please contact:

Norfolk Community Foundation

Tel: 01603 623958

Email: info@norfolkfoundation.com 

Website: www.norfolkfoundation.com
Norfolk Sports and Cultural Foundation is administered by the Norfolk Community Foundation.
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	If you need this form in large print, audio, Braille, alternative format or in a different language please contact Norfolk Community Foundation on: Telephone 01603 623958 Email info@norfolkfoundation.com and we will do our best to help.
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