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Make It Happen - Criteria and guidance
Norfolk Sports and Cultural Foundation 
About the award

The Make It Happen scheme has been created to help people in Norfolk to be inspired by the London 2012 Olympic and Paralympic Games and the UK Cultural Olympiad, and realise their own personal sporting and cultural ambitions.    

Applicants may apply for up to £1000.  Awards may be lower due to pressure on the fund.  Awards are not means tested.  
Please note: Grants cannot be awarded to applicants already in receipt of funding from the Norfolk Sports and Cultural Foundation’s ‘Rising Stars’ programme.  Applicants are advised not to submit applications to both schemes in the same financial year as this may result in disqualification.  ‘Rising Stars’ provides substantial, long term support towards the career progression of talented young persons aged 14-25.  ‘Make It Happen’ provides one-off grants to persons aged 14 upwards to reach a specific sporting or cultural goal.   Please read the guidance for both schemes carefully before making an application.  
Who can apply?
Make It Happen is open to all Norfolk residents, aged 14 upwards.  Applications from persons aged under 18 must be supported by a parent or guardian.   Applicants should hold British citizenship.  
The fund is only open to applications from individuals.  This includes sporting or cultural leaders who work with or on behalf of groups, clubs or teams in the community.  Applicants are expected to be able to provide evidence of their commitment to their sporting or artistic discipline, and demonstrate how a one-off grant will enable them to reach a personal goal that cannot be reached any other way.   

Applications must be supported by a referee who is able to provide endorsement based on direct experience of you and your activity, for example: 

· Coach

· Teacher or course leader

· National Governing Body

· Club or association

· Arts Award supervisor

· Mentor

What can the fund support?

The aim of this fund is to give talented, committed individuals one-off support to realise a particular aim or ambition.  This could include:

· Purchasing specialist equipment or materials

· Specialist training or professional development

· Attending an event, conference or activity that will benefit wider development

· Competition, performance or exhibition fees

· Costs linked to achieving an award or accreditation 

The fund will not support repeat or continuing activity, such as any aspect of an ongoing training programme, or regular competition.  

Please note that applications for the purchase of capital items will only be considered where purchases are shown to be necessary to wider development.  Evidence of expenditure will be required.  

Exclusions

· Grants cannot be awarded from the Make It Happen and Rising Stars funds in the same financial year.  ‘Rising Stars’ provides substantial, long term support towards the career progression of talented young persons aged 14-25.  ‘Make It Happen’ provides one-off grants to persons aged 14 upwards to reach a specific sporting or cultural goal.  
· Prize money, or events where fundraising to support other charities, organisations or causes is the central purpose (including benefit concerts, promotional events or competitions).

· Curriculum linked schools projects, activities for school children during school hours, school trips or after school clubs. 

· Costs linked to the construction, repair or maintenance of buildings or facilities.

· Grants cannot be given to cover costs for events and activities that have already happened.

· Grants cannot be used to pay for fees linked to formal education courses, for example school/ FE/ HE course fees. 

· Applications from persons who do not have British citizenship will not be considered. 

Making an application

Application forms and supporting information must be received by the deadline of 30 July.  Late applications will not be considered.  
All applicants are asked to make their submissions by email, to help us to efficiently circulate applications to panel members across the county.  If you experience difficulty with this, please contact the Grants Team for advice on 01603 623958.  To ensure that all applications are treated equally and fairly, we ask that you do not exceed the word limit for sections of the form, and do not send in more supporting information than is requested.  Any information submitted extra to what is requested may be disregarded.  
Applications will be assessed by a specialist panel with professional expertise in a range of cultural and sporting disciplines.  The membership of the panels, and the assessment framework, are published on the website for your information.  Additional panel members may be co-opted after the deadline date if expertise in a particular discipline is required to properly assess an application.  
If a panel member has provided a reference for an applicant, they will be asked to declare an interest and remove themselves from the consideration of that candidate. 

Lobbying of panel members, and other persons involved with delivering the fund, will result in disqualification.  Lobbying can include persistent letters, phone calls or other communication promoting a candidate, either by the applicant themselves, a member of their family or other third party.  
It is expected that decisions will be made within 8 weeks of the deadline date.  

If your application is successful you will receive a letter providing the details of your grant offer.  If your application is not successful you will be notified by letter of the reasons for the decision.

Please note that decisions made by the Panel are final.  It is expected that interest in this scheme will be very high, and we cannot guarantee that all applications that meet the criteria will be successful.  

Conditions of grant aid

Full terms and conditions of grant awards will be supplied to successful nominees when a grant is offered.

All recipients of funding from the Norfolk Sports and Cultural Foundation will be expected to acknowledge support as appropriate, including use of the ‘Norfolk Celebrating Talent’ logo.  The logo and guidelines for its use will be supplied to successful candidates.

Successful candidates may also be required to participate in any publicity arising from the Foundation and the wider Norfolk Celebrating Talent programme.

Awardees will be required to comply with monitoring requirements at the mid term point and at the end of the funded year.  Evidence of achievement and press coverage should be retained to present as part of the end of year report, and evidence of expenditure relevant to your grant (receipts, invoices) will also be required.  

Further guidance

Please contact the Norfolk Community Foundation for further advice on completing your application:

Norfolk Community Foundation

Tel: 01603 623958

Email: info@norfolkfoundation.com 

Website: www.norfolkfoundation.com 

Norfolk Sports and Cultural Foundation is administered by the Norfolk Community Foundation.
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	If you need this form in large print, audio, Braille, alternative format or in a different language please contact Norfolk Community Foundation on: Telephone 01603 623958 Email info@norfolkfoundation.com and we will do our best to help.
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