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Rising Stars - Frequently asked questions

Norfolk Sports and Cultural Foundation

Can I make a nomination?

You can make a nomination if you are actively involved in supporting a talented child or young person in their specialist discipline, or helping to develop their skills and talents. 

We expect that nominations will be made by people who are able to use their professional, expert judgement and experience to help us identify exceptional candidates for investment through the fund.  

It is likely that nominations will be made by teachers or tutors, coaches, or representatives from groups, clubs or organisations which have a direct link to the nominee.  

Nominations from family members, friends or other non-professional contacts will not be considered.  Nominations cannot be accepted from persons aged under 18.  
How do I choose someone to nominate?

The ‘Rising Stars’ scheme has been created to identify and invest in the careers of children and young people who can demonstrate that they have the skills, commitment and personal attributes to excel in their chosen field.  

Nominators are asked to identify an exceptional candidate.  There is an expectation that nominees will already be taking direct action to pursue their chosen activity to professional level, and have experienced a significant level of achievement.  

Examples:

· A young athlete who has already excelled at county level, and requires investment to move up to national and international competition

· A talented artist or performer who has been identified as an exceptional talent and offered unique opportunities to train or work at the highest level

Please ensure that the person you wish to nominate is aware of and agrees to their nomination. In the case of nominees aged 18 or under please also ensure their parent or guardian is aware and has given permission.  
Can I nominate a group, club or team?

Unfortunately the ‘Rising Stars’ scheme can only support individuals.

What costs will an award from ‘Rising Stars’ cover?

The ‘Rising Stars’ scheme aims to provide the support that will enable talented individuals to excel at the highest level in their chosen field.  

Examples of eligible costs include:

· Costs linked to national or international competition

· Costs linked to accessing specialist training or mentoring opportunities

· Purchase of specialist equipment directly impacting on and benefiting funded activities

It is expected that ‘Rising Stars’ will not support course fees of any kind, for example degree or post graduate courses, or courses at dance or drama schools.  Specialist training, mentoring and masterclasses will however be considered for support.   

Costs for travel and subsistence will be considered when linked to major developmental opportunities.  Nominees may also include these costs on behalf of family/ coach where appropriate.  

Please note that monitoring for the scheme will require all recipients to account for their spending, including presentation of invoices and receipts. 

I’ve been nominated – what happens next?

Nominations are considered annually for the ‘Rising Stars’ fund, and all eligible nominations will go through an assessment process led by key representatives from sports and cultural sectors.  Members of each panel are published on the website, along with the assessment criteria.
Where appropriate you, or the person who nominated you, may be contacted to provide additional information to help this process.

Successful nominees will be notified by letter, which will clearly set out the terms and conditions of an offer from ‘Rising Stars’.  Offers will be made on an individual basis.  Successful nominees (or their parent/ guardian) will be required to sign and return a copy of the offer letter to confirm acceptance of this offer.  If the offer is accepted, funds will be released as per arrangements stated in the letter.  

The decision making process is expected to take up to 8 weeks from the deadline date for nominations.

Nominees who reach the shortlist, but who are not successful, will receive notification by letter, which will provide standard feedback from the panel. 

Unfortunately we are not able to offer tailored feedback to all nominees, as interest in the scheme is expected to be very high.  The decision taken by the panel will be final.  
How much money will I receive if I’m successful?

Decisions are made on an individual basis, and are likely to vary in value and duration between nominees.  

The panel will assess the requirements of each nominee and make a recommendation based on the information provided.  

What will I need to do as a recipient of support from ‘Rising Stars’?

The terms and conditions of support from ‘Rising Stars’ will be provided to successful awardees when a grant offer is made. 
It is expected that beneficiaries of ‘Rising Stars’ will help us promote the scheme through use of the Norfolk Celebrating Talent logo, and by participating in press and media activities linked to the scheme.  You may also be invited to participate in activities linked to the wider Norfolk Celebrating Talent programme in the county.  

In addition, we expect all recipients of funding to act as a champion for their specialist area in schools or other relevant settings with a focus on meeting and encouraging other young people who have similar ambitions. 

It is not expected that this additional activity will in any way distract from or interfere with the core activity for which you have received funds.  It is an important function of ‘Rising Stars’ to use the London 2012 Olympic and Paralympic Games to inspire young people, and help raise their aspirations through access to positive role models.  

All recipients will be subject to mid-term monitoring to keep the Norfolk Sports and Cultural Foundation up to date with activities.
An end of year monitoring report is also required from all recipients of funding, which will require evidence of activity and achievements during the period of the grant.  All recipients will also be required to present proof of spending, including receipts and invoices.  

I have been offered the opportunity to work professionally – can I still accept support from ‘Rising Stars’?

‘Rising Stars’ aims to support young people achieve professional standards in their chosen field, and investment will cease should the recipient take up a professional opportunity.  This could include a young athlete being selected for a professional team, or a dancer joining a professional company.

Should this arise, recipients should notify the Norfolk Sports and Cultural Foundation as soon as possible, and arrangements will be made to end financial support.  This is to enable more talented individuals to benefit from this scheme.  

I have accepted support from ‘Rising Stars’ and now my plans have changed – what do I do? 

If recipients’ circumstances change and they are no longer able, or no longer wish to, continue with their funded activity, they must notify the Norfolk Sports and Cultural Foundation as soon as possible.

If new plans are not eligible for the continuation of support from ‘Rising Stars’, arrangements will be made to end funding.  It is possible that a percentage of funds allocated to events or activities which will not go ahead may be required to be returned.   

If you have any further questions, please contact the Norfolk Sports and Cultural Foundation prior to making, or agreeing to, a nomination.

Contact:

Norfolk Community Foundation

Tel: 01603 623958

Email: info@norfolkfoundation.com 

Website: www.norfolkfoundation.com
Norfolk Sports and Cultural Foundation is administered by the Norfolk Community Foundation.
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	If you need this form in large print, audio, Braille, alternative format or in a different language please contact Norfolk Community Foundation on: Telephone 01603 623958 Email info@norfolkfoundation.com
and we will do our best to help.


�








1

_1046676069.doc
[image: image1.png]communication for all







